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Themusic-making couple have been
married formore than 20 years but a few
days agoAnnePringle, the singer/wife,
was compelled to take a trip back some 30
years to a club that no longer exists.Mark
Burnell, the pianist/husband, listened as
she said, “I don’t regret a thing.”

The placewasYvette, a ritzy restaurant
nightclub on State Street a bit north of
Division Street, now long gone, like so
many other nightspots. Yvettewas then
the site of a talent contest being held over
four Sundays. Iwas a judge alongwith
pianist Al Blatter, once a fixture on the
localmusic scene. Over theweekswehad
seen a lengthy parade ofmodest or paltry
talents.

Blatter and Iwere talking aboutwhat it
is that compels people tomake fools of
themselves onstage,when one of Yvette’s
waitresses got up and sang.

After a couple ofminutes Blatter looked
atme and said, “Shewins.No contest.”

Employeeswere not
eligible towin the contest,
butwe told thiswaitress
howwonderful shewas
andwhenwedid she
asked, “Should I quitmy
job and try tomake a go as
a singer?”

“Yes,”we said,without
really thinking about the
consequences. “Do it.”

“Iwill,” she said. “Watch
forme.”

And sowedid andwehave beenwatch-
ing and listening ever since as she has
carved a fine career andmet hermusical
mate.

Shemet Burnell a fewyears after her
boldYvette decision and after he had
movedhere fromPittsburgh; she’s from

Michigan. Theymetwhen bothwere
performing on one of those cocktail/din-
ner cruise ships that park atNavyPier. She
sang, he listened and on their first date,
theywent to hear the late, great Buddy
Charles play the piano and sing. On their

seconddate they took a
bicycle ride. It’s been quite
a ride ever since.

“This is a crazy busi-
ness,” saysMark. “Itmay
look glamorous, but it’s a
hardway tomake a living.
Youhave to learn towear a
lot of different hats.”

SaysAnne: “We’ve had to
bewilling tomorph as the
scene has changed.”

That they have done.
Together they could rattle off the names of
dozens of clubs that have closed, of per-
formerswhohave come and gone. But
neither has any regrets about theway they
have chosen the live their lives.

“It is impossible for any jazzmusician to
play or sing a song the sameway twice,”

saysMark. “We growandwe change.”
Mark,who also sings and arranges, has

long taught vocal lessons, plays all over
town, hosts openmics andhas had a very
steady gig for the past four years, perform-
ingwith a trio on Saturday nights down-
town at theTortoiseClub (www.tortoise
supperclub.com).

In addition to singing, Anne also has
been a fitness instructor for almost as long
as she has beenmarried. She spent five
years assisting those staying at theReha-
bilitation Institute of Chicago and cur-
rentlyworks for other institutions and also
teaches kickboxing, TaeBo andPilates.
She finds thiswork “very rewarding.”

When they can, they perform together,
as they did at a recent SkokieTheatre
concert-tribute to singer Julie London
(www.markburnell.com).

“There is an increasing need for people
to get out—get away from the television,”
she says. “I saw it happen right after 9/11
and it continues. People need a human

Singer Anne Pringle, shown at the Skokie Theatre in February, will be featured in concert with husband/pianist Mark Burnell at the Chicago Cabaret Convention next month.
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Cabaret here to stay
Couple managed to navigate ever-changing music scene with grit and style

Rick Kogan
Sidewalks “It may look

glamorous, but
it’s a hard way
to make a living.”
—Mark Burnell

Turn to Kogan, Page 5

OnWednesday, Iranian-
American artist Shirin
Neshat returns to give a
talk for “Dialogue 8,” a
series on contemporary art
and artists at theMuseum
ofContemporaryArt
Chicago.We sat down
with the artist to discuss
her views on resurgent
American anti-Muslim
sentiment, Islamophobia
andher shifting artistic
perspectives onwomen,
faith, violence and ideol-
ogy. This is an edited tran-
script of that conversation.

ChicagoTribune: Is
this the first timeyou’ve
beenback toChicago
since your 1999pre-
miere at theArt Insti-
tute?

ShirinNeshat: Yes, I

think that’s right, actually.
It’s been a very long time.

Q: I thinkoneof the
big questions I’mcuri-
ous tohear youropinion
on, as an artistwhoac-
knowledges thepolitical
exigencies of yourwork,
iswhat you thinkof the
Muslim travel ban.

A: It’s a very compli-
cated subject, of course. I
think the reason for politi-
cal events in theU.S. is of
concern for people like
myself, particularly be-
cause I’ve had a lot of
problemswithmyown
government and its hard-
liners; and to see that kind
of thing happening in this
country is not very encour-
aging because I always felt
very secure and at home in
theUnited States, and now
I’m feeling a little bitmore

Shirin Neshat talks
faith, life and art

ByMichael
Workman
Chicago Tribune

Shirin Neshat will speak Wednesday at MCA Chicago.
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TheChicagoBluesEx-
perience, a proposed
50,000-square-footmuse-
um that had beenhoping
for a sweet homeonNavy
Pier,will instead be setting
up shop in theLoop.

Aiming for a spring 2019
opening at 25E.Washing-
ton St., a blockwest of the
Cultural Center and two
blockswest ofMillennium
Park, the private, for-profit
institution aims to satisfy
“the unfulfilled promise,
culturally, of Chicago,” said
Terry Stewart, the former
Rock&RollHall of Fame
leaderwhowill run the
museum. “Anybody you
talk to already assumes

there is a bluesmuseum.”
In addition to an “im-

mersive”museum that
includes the story of how
Chicago became thehome
of the blues andpresents
livemusic throughout the
day, ChicagoBluesExperi-
encewill have a 150-seat
lounge offering perform-
ances nightly. Plans call for
a street-level entrance on
Washington, across from
the southeast entrance of
Macy’s State Street store,
and three floors under-
groundbuilt out inwhat
used to be a health club
and, before that, theMar-
shall Field’smen’s store.

“Think aboutChicago,
that great shaper of the

Blues museum
finds Loop home
Chicago Blues Experience on track
for 2019 opening, organizers say

By Steve Johnson
Chicago Tribune

Turn to Museum, Page 5
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TUESDAY EVENING,MAR. 28
PM 7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00

CBS 2
NCIS: “The Wall.” (N) \ N Bull: “Name Game.” (N)

\N
NCIS: New Orleans: “Quid
Pro Quo.” (N) \

News (N) ◊

NBC 5
The Voice: “Battles, Part
4.” (N) \N

Trial & Error
(N) \

Trial & Error
(N) \

Chicago Fire: “Babies and
Fools.” (N) \ N

NBC5 News
10P (N) \ ◊

ABC 7
The Middle \ American

Housewife
American
Housewife

Fresh Off the
Boat

People Icons: “Sexiest Man
Alive.” (Series Finale) (N) \N

News at
10pm (N) ◊

WGN 9
Two and a
Half Men

Two and a
Half Men

Last Man
Standing \

Last Man
Standing \

WGN News at Nine (N)
(Live) \N

WGN News
at Ten (N)

Antenna 9.2 227 \ 227 \ 3’s Comp. 3’s Comp. Johnny Carson \ Wings \

This TV 9.3 The Return of Sabata (PG,’72) › Lee Van Cleef. \ Dances With Wolves (’90) ›››› \ ◊

PBS 11
Chicago Tonight Dead Reckoning: War & Jus-

tice (Series Premiere) (N) \
Dead Reckoning: War &
Justice (N) \

Dead Reckon (Se-
ries Finale) (N) ◊

WYCC 20 Antiques Roadshow \ Ordinary Lies \ Inside Men \ DW News

The U 26.1 7 Eyewitness News (N) How I Met How I Met Broke Girl Broke Girl Seinfeld \

MeTV 26.3 Andy Griffith Andy Griffith MacGyver: “Last Stand.” Hogan Hero Hogan Hero C. Burnett

MeToo 26.4 Star Trek \ Star Trek: Next Star Trek: Deep Space 9 Star Trek ◊

FOX 32
New Girl
(N) \

(7:31) The
Mick (N)

(8:01) Bones (Series Fi-
nale) (N) \ N

Fox Chicago News at Nine
(N)N

Modern
Family \

Ion 38 Criminal Minds \ Criminal Minds \ Criminal Minds \ Hope ◊

TeleM 44 ÷ Eliminatorias Copa (N) Rumbo al Mundial (N) \ Eliminatorias Copa Mundial 2018 (N) ◊

CW 50 The Flash (N) \N DC’s Legends (N) The X-Files \ X-Files ◊

UniMas 60 Moisés y los Mujeres de negroN Blue DemonN Noticias Uni

WJYS 62 Paid Prog. The Gospel Joyce Meyer Robison Dr. T Felder Know-Cause Disciples

Univ 66 Pequeños Gigantes USA Vino el Amor (N)N La Piloto (N)N Noticias (N)

AE Intervention \ Intervention: “Bryceton.” Intervention: “Diana.” \ 60 Days In ◊

AMC The Rock (R,’96) ››› Sean Connery, Nicolas Cage. \ GoodFell. ◊

ANIM North America \ The Great Barrier Reef \ America ◊

BBCA CSI: Miami: “Fallen.” \ CSI: Miami \ CSI: Miami: “See No Evil.” CSI: Miami ◊

BET ÷ (6:30) Obsessed (PG-13,’09) › Idris Elba. \ Rebel: “Pilot.” (N) ◊

BIGTEN To be announced BTN Live \ To be announced ◊

BRAVO Real Housewives (N) Real Housewives (N) Imposters (N) \ Watch What

CLTV News at 7 News (N) News at 8 News (N) SportsFeed \ Politics

CNBC Shark Tank \ Shark Tank \ The Partner (N) \ Shark ◊

CNN Anderson Cooper 360 (N) Anderson Cooper 360 (N) CNN Tonight (N) Tonight (N) ◊

COM South Park South Park Tosh.0 \ Tosh.0 \ Tosh.0 (N) Detroit (N) Daily (N) ◊

CSNCH MLB Baseball: San Francisco Giants at Chicago Cubs. Loop (N)

DISC Moonshiners \ Moonshiners (N) \ Moonshiners (N) \ Moonshine ◊

DISN Stuck Good Luck Liv-Mad. Liv-Mad. Bunk’d \ Bunk’d \ Jessie \

E! The Kardashians The Kardashians The Kardashians E News (N) ◊

ESPN ÷ College Basketball (N) College Basketball: NIT Tournament -- Central Florida vs TCU. (N)

ESPN2 30 for 30 \ Baseball Tonight (N) \ SportCtr (N)

ESQTV Friday Night Tykes \ Friday Night Tykes \ Best Bars in America \ Best Bars ◊

FNC The O’Reilly Factor (N) Tucker Carlson (N) Hannity (N) \ O’Reilly ◊

FOOD Chopped \ Chopped: “Sitcom Moms.” Chopped (N) \ Chopped ◊

FREE The Fosters (N) \ Switched at Birth (N) \ Twins: Happily 700 Club ◊

FX ÷ (6) The Avengers (PG-13,’12) ››› Robert Downey Jr. The Americans (N) \ Americans ◊

HALL Last Man Last Man The Middle The Middle The Middle The Middle Golden Girls

HGTV Fixer Upper \ Fixer Upper (N) \ Home Town (N) \ Fixer (Series

HIST Cnt. Cars Cnt. Cars Counting Cars (N) Forged in Fire (N) Cnt. Cars ◊

HLN Primetime Justice (N) Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic Forensic

IFC ’70s Show ’70s Show ’70s Show ’70s Show ’70s Show ’70s Show ’70s Show

LIFE Little Women: LA (N) \ Little Women: LA (N) \ Little Women: Atlanta (N) Little ◊

MSNBC All In With Chris Hayes Rachel Maddow Show (N) The Last Word (N) 11th Hour (N)

MTV The Challenge: Invasion The Challenge (N) Stranded-Mill. (N) Ridiculous. ◊

NICK Thunder Game Full House Full House Full House Full House Friends \

OVATION ÷ (6) The Patriot (R,’00) ›››Mel Gibson, Heath Ledger. Dances ◊

OWN If Loving You Is Wrong Loving You (N) Greenleaf Loving ◊

OXY Bad Girls Club (N) Battle of the Ex (N) Bad Girls Club Ex-Besties ◊

SYFY Face Off \ Face Off (N) \ Cosplay Melee (N) Face Off ◊

TBS Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Detour (N) Big Bang Conan (N) ◊

TCM The Three Faces of Eve (NR,’57) ››› (8:45) Wilson (NR,’44) ›››› Alexander Knox. \ ◊

TLC My Big Fat (N) Fat Fabulous (N) She’s in Charge (N) Fabulous ◊

TLN Let Think Israel Focus on Is Cross Talk Sig. Insights Urban Robison

TNT Horrible Bosses 2 (R,’14) ›› Jason Bateman, Charlie Day. \ Horrible Bosses 2 (R) ›› ◊

TOON King of Hill King of Hill Amer. Dad Amer. Dad Burgers Burgers Family Guy

TRAV Delicious Delicious Bizarre Foods (N) \ Bizarre Foods/Zimmern Bizarre ◊

TVL The Andy Griffith Show Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond King

USA WWE SmackDown! (N) (Live) \ Chrisley (N) Chrisley Mod Fam ◊

VH1 Hip Hop Sq. Hip Hop Sq. Love & Hip Hop: Atlanta Love & Hip Hop: Atlanta Black Ink ◊

WE Law & Order \ Law & Order \ Law & Order \ Law ◊

WGN America Cops \ Cops \ Outsiders \ Outsiders \ Outsiders ◊

HBO The Boss (R,’16) ››Melissa McCarthy. Gifted (N) Girls \ Crashing Boxing ◊

HBO2 Real Time With Bill Maher Big Little Lies \ A Bigger Splash (R,’15) ››› ◊

MAX Dumb and Dumber (PG-13,’94) ››› Jim Carrey. (8:50) American Pie (R,’99) ›››

SHO ÷ (6:30) American Jihad Billions: “Indian Four.” \ Homeland \ Hateful ◊

STARZ ÷ (6:33) Fired Up (’09) › (8:05) Black Sails \ You Don’t Mess With the Zohan ›› ◊

STZENC ÷ (6:12) Pixels (’15) › The Abyss (PG-13,’89) ››› Ed Harris. \
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WATCHTHIS: TUESDAY
“Bones” (8:01 p.m., FOX):
One of Fox’s longest-lasting
series bids farewell as “The
Final Chapter: The End in
the End” — directed by se-
ries co-star David Boreanaz
— really does mark the end
of this show. The rest of the
team must seek elusive, le-
thal Mark Kovac (guest star
Gerard Celasco) without
Brennan (Emily Deschanel),
but she eventually rejoins
Booth (Boreanaz) for what’s
destined to be the final show-
down.

“NewGirl” (7 p.m., FOX): Jess and her father (Zooey Deschanel, guest star Rob
Reiner) find each other to be excellent counsel for the other’s love life while
they’re together in the new episode “San Diego.” Aly (Nasim Pedrad) resists ad-
vising Nick (Jake Johnson) on his romance with Reagan (guest star Megan Fox).
Schmidt (Max Greenfield) faces a quandary involving his name. Donna Pescow
(“Saturday Night Fever”) also guest stars. Lamorne Morris also stars.

“Bull” (8 p.m., CBS): Bull’s (Michael Weatherly) investment in a case is quite liter-
al in the new episode “Name Game,” as he funds a class-action suit against a bank
with questionable practices. The catch? If he doesn’t win the resulting trial, he may
have to close his business. Benny (Freddy Rodriguez) doesn’t help matters by fall-
ing for a client. Laura Breckenridge and Kurt Fuller guest star. Geneva Carr, Jaime
Lee Kirchner and Christopher Jackson also star.

“Trial & Error” (8 p.m., NBC): The case becomes more of a family affair in the
new episode “Right-Hand Man,” as Larry’s (John Lithgow) unpredictable brother-
in-law emerges as a suspect in the murder case. Josh (Nicholas D’Agosto) investi-
gates the man, and another surprise involves the discovery of a severed arm. Sherri
Shepherd, Jayma Mays, Steven Boyer and Krysta Rodriguez also star.

“Switched at Birth” (8:01 p.m., FREE): Scrambling for cash to pay their electric
bill, Bay and Daphne (Vanessa Marano, Katie Leclerc) throw together a party at
their apartment above the Cracked Mug, but the mood turns sour when Toby (Lu-
cas Grabeel) overhears two students making tasteless disability jokes in the new
episode “Left in Charge.”

“Chicago Fire” (9 p.m., NBC): Several car accidents may not be “accidents” in the
new episode “Babies and Fools,” prompting Dawson (Monica Raymund) to take an
active role in the consequent investigation. Severide (Taylor Kinney) tries to help
Anna (guest star Charlotte Sullivan, “Rookie Blue”) settle in. Herrmann (David Ei-
genberg) and others want Molly’s to be part of the annual pub crawl.

TALKSHOWS

“Conan” (10 p.m. 11:30 p.m., TBS): Actor Joe Manganiello; actor Judy Greer.*
“The Tonight ShowStarring JimmyFallon” (10:34 p.m., NBC): Actor Jason Se-
gel; comic Lilly Singh; comic Brian Regan.*
“The Late ShowWith Stephen Colbert” (10:35 p.m., CBS): Actor Hank Azaria;
actress Kate Walsh; performance from Circus 1903.*
“JimmyKimmel Live” (10:35 p.m., ABC): Actor Alec Baldwin; actor Luke Evans;
Tuxedo performs.*

More online: Customize yourTV listings and getmoreTV
news atZap2it.com

* Subject to change

David Boreanaz and Emily Deschanel

connection.”
Thesemarriedmusicmakers are part of

very active if somewhat under-appreciated
(unless you read thework ofmy tireless
colleagueHowardReich) livemusic scene
here and one thatwill be celebrated in a
couple ofweeks at the fourthChicago
Cabaret Convention (www.mabel
mercer.org/the-mabel-mercer
-foundation-events).

It kicks off April 19 at the gloriousEm-
pireRoom in the PalmerHouseHilton and
carries onApril 20-21 at the ParkWest.
Nearly 30 performers are on the schedule.
Many come fromother climes, but the
majority do their thing in these parts and
include such talents as Pringle andBurnell,
ShelleyMacArthur, KTMcCammond,
TammyMcCann, JoanCurto, DavidEdel-
felt,MarianneMurphyOrland,Karen
Mason, Spider Saloff, andBeckieMenzie
andTomMichael.

These gatherings represent a tuneful
taste of Chicago, awonderfulway to expe-

rience the variety of styles to be found all
over the city.

Themany performers appearing at the
concerts come fromvarious backgrounds,
lead different lives, have different loves but
they are tied together bymusic.

Menzie andMichael have, for instance,
been performing together for nearly two
decades. They are happily in relationships
with other people butwill be together
when they perform8p.m. Saturdays in
April atDavenports (www.davenports
pianobar.com)with their new show, “The
Highs andLows ofMusicalDuos,” explor-
ing in song and story the relationships of
such pairs as Simon&Garfunkel, Steve
Lawrence andEydieGorme, and others.

Anne andMarkBurnell are not among
the couples featured in the showand
though I don’t know for sure, it’s likely that
theywill be in the audience for one of the
performances.

“Themusic scene here is very support-
ive,” saysAnne asMark nods in agreement.

rkogan@chicagotribune.com

Anne Pringle and Mark Burnell have been playing the Chicago area for years.
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A collaborative couple
Kogan, from Page 1

music of theworld,” saidMarkKelly, the
city’s cultural commissioner. “And yet
we’ve never been centered in the citywith
a location that celebrates that.Now,with
theBluesExperience,with the profes-
sional team they’re bringing in, I’m confi-
dentwe’re going to have this incredible,
living experience.”

“We’re pretty confident that things are
just theway they’re supposed to be,” said
Lincoln “ChicagoBeau”Beauchamp, the
bluesmusician andChicagoBluesExperi-
ence co-founder creditedwith getting the
idea off the ground. “I thought, ‘This has to
be recognized asmore than just something
that happens in bars. It has to be recog-
nized as something that has deeppolitical
and social roots and cultural roots.’ ”

Getting themuseum to this point has
been a journey. In late 2015, themuseum
announcedplans to locate onNavyPier
and said it had $40million in investor
funding committed to the project. Last
April, however, pier officials pulled the
plug onnegotiations, saying that instead a
hotel projectwould occupy the space
planned for themuseum, according to
SonaWang, the local venture capitalist
who ismanaging director and co-founder
of the bluesmuseum.

“Obviously thatwas hugely disappoint-
ing,” she said.

“Wepicked ourselves backup” and
found the new location.

She said themuseumexpects to execute
a lease on theWashington Street space
Monday orTuesday. Andwith that in hand,
she said, “we are beginning the process of
refreshing old (financial) commitments
and talking to new investors.”

She is confident shewill be able to raise
the $30million the project needs.What
her backers have in common, she said, is
financial sophistication and “a deep caring
for the city.”

Wang is a blues fanwhose first datewith
her now-husbandwas at aLincolnPark
blues club, she said, but “I came to this
with financial investor discipline and see-
ing a gaping hole in themarketplace.Here
wehave an internationally recognized
brand”: Chicago blues.

“People comeherewith the expectation
of having somememorable, impactful
experiencewith the blues. Today, there are
limited options of howyou get that. It just
kind of strikes you in the face.”

There aremultiple blues clubs, yes, but
those don’t serve the family audience, and
they are episodic rather than encyclopedic.
They let you experience bluesmusic, but

not necessarily the story of themusic.
WhileClevelandhad to convince the

rest of the nation that itwas the right place
for the rockhall of fame, Chicagowill have
no suchproblem, said Stewart,who ran the
Cleveland facility for 14 years.

“I firstwant it to be themust-see cultur-
al attraction ofChicago,which is a very
bold statement,” he said. St. Louis has the
National BluesMuseum, butChicagoBlues
Experience officials are confidentmusic
tourism isn’t an either/or proposition.

The teamhere includes someof the
founders of the rockhall, including, as an
adviser, Bob Santelli, whowas blues ad-
viser to theClevelandmuseumandhas
since helped start theExperienceMusic
Project in Seattle and theGrammyMuse-
um inLosAngeles.

“We’re actually bringing the old band
back together,”Wang said.

BRC ImaginationArts, of LosAngeles,
will handle design of amuseum thatwill
include artifacts and away for visitors to
put themselves in, for instance, theChess
Records studiowhereMuddyWaters
recorded, officials said. BRC’s credits in-
clude Springfield’s AbrahamLincolnPresi-
dentialMuseum&Library, theGrandOle
Opry inNashville, Tenn., and theHeineken
Experience inAmsterdam.

Indeed, saidWang, itwas theHeineken
concept of giving visitors a taste of beer at
the end that led to the proposal to include
tastings of livemusic atChicagoBlues
Experience, something unique among
Americanmusicmuseums.

A roughoutline of themuseumplan
includes, said Stewart, “the passage from
Africa, themigrationnorth, the electrifica-
tion of themusic inChicago and the impact
and influence it has onmodernmusic and
today’s culture.”

SaidBeauchamp: “You’re going to have
not just a high-tech experience, buttons to
push, but you’re going to be able to im-
merse yourself in the blues experience and
in all the offshoots of the blues. It’s going to
be a journey.”

While somemay contend that themore
fitting location for such amuseumwould
be in the city’s African-Americanneigh-
borhoods, Beauchamp said having it down-
town is proper.

“The South Side or theWest Side are
definitely the rootland,” he said.

“That’swhere it happened. But you
want the place to be centrally located,
absolutely. The blues is so central toChi-
cago culture.”

sajohnson@chicagotribune.com
Twitter@StevenKJohnson

A rendering of the proposed Chicago Blues Experience at 25 E. Washington St.
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Blues a Chicago story
Museum, from Page 1


